A simple fluorescent technique for the location of tumour cells in frozen sections of the head and neck region.
Tumour cells possess cell surface proteases referred to as guanidinobenzoatase (GB) which are closely similar to plasminogen activator. Previous studies have demonstrated different isoenzymic forms of GB on tumour cells and normal cells which can be recognised by cytoplasmic protein inhibitors extracted from frozen sections of appropriate tissues. We now show that normal human serum possesses inhibitors which selectively recognise the isoenzymic forms of GB associated with normal cell surfaces but do not recognise the GB on tumour cell surfaces in frozen sections of tissue obtained from the head and neck regions.